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A Lamassu (Cuneiform: , AN.KAL; Sumerian: dlamma; Akkadian: lamassu), is a
protective deity, often depicted with a bull or lion's body, eagle's wings, and human's

head.!' Tn some writings, it is portrayed to represent a female deity.[z]m A less
frequently used name is shedu (Cuneiform: , AN.KAL*BAD; Sumerian: dalad;

Akkadian, sédu; Hebrew: 7w) which refers to the male counterpart of a lamassu.[*! See
the etymology section for a full explanation of the relationship of the names.
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In art, lamassu were depicted as hybrids, winged bulls or lions with the head of a human male. There Lamassu in the Oriental Institute,
are still surviving figures of lamassu in bas-relief and some statues in museums, most notably in the Chicago.

British Museum in London, Musée du Louvre in Paris, National Museum of Iraq in Baghdad,

Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, Pergamon Museum in Berlin and the Oriental Institute,

Chicago. They are generally attributed to the ancient Assyrians. The lamassu is at the opening of the city, so that everyone who enters sees
it. From the front it appears to be standing and from the side walking. This was intentionally done to make it seem powerful. The lamassu in

real life is very tall. In this case the lamassu is being used as a symbol of power.[S][G] The motif of a winged animal with a human head is
common to the near east, first recorded in Ebla, around 3000 BCE. The first distinct lamassu motif appeared in Assyria during the reign of
Tilgath Pilser. In a much later period, a winged lion appeared on the flag of the Republic of Venice; however, this refers to Saint Mark the
Evangelist, the patron saint of Venice. A winged bull with the head of a bearded man appears on the logo of United States Forces - Iraq in
reference to Iraq's ancient past.

Etymology

Although "lamassu" had a different iconography and portrayal in Sumerian culture, the terms /amassu,
alad, and shedu were used to denote the Assyrian-winged-man-bull symbol and statues during the
Neo-Assyrian empire. Female lamassus were called "apsasﬁ".[7] The motif of the Assyrian-winged-
man-bull called Aladlammu and Lamassu interchangeably is not the lamassu or alad of Sumerian origin
which were depicted with different iconography. These monumental statues were called aladlammi or
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lamassu which meant "protective spirit".[g] =
Flag of the Republic of Venice

Mythology

The lamassu is a celestial being from Mesopotamian mythology. Human above the waist and a bull below the waist, it also has the horns and
the ears of a bull. It appears frequently in Mesopotamian art, sometimes with wings. The lamassu and shedu were household protective
spirits of the common Babylonian people. Later during the Babylonian period they became the protectors of kings as well always placed at

the entrance. Statues of the bull-man were often used as gatekeepers.[maﬁo" needed] The Akkadians associated the god Papsukkal with
lamassu and the god ISum with shedu.

To protect houses, the lamassu were engraved in clay tablets, which were then buried under the door's threshold.[€7/@/in needed] They were
often placed as a pair at the entrance of palaces. At the entrance of cities, they were sculpted in colossal size, and placed as a pair, one at

each side of the door of the city, that generally had doors in the surrounding wall, each one looking towards one of the cardinal points.
[citation needed)



In fiction

Lammasu and shedu are two distinct types of good-aligned creatures in the role-playing game Dungeons & Dragons. Lammasu also appear
in the Magic: The Gathering trading card game as the white card Hunted Lammasul® in the Ravnica: City of Guilds expansion.

A bull with a man's head is found among the creatures that make up Aslan's army in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. He appears at
the Stone Table, challenging the White Witch "with a great bellowing voice". In the film Alexander, Lamassu are seen at the Ishtar Gate in
Babylon.

In the Disney movie Aladdin, a gold Lamassu can be found in the scene where Aladdin and Abu enter the cave in the desert to find the
lamp.

In the Games Workshop miniatures wargame, Warhammer Fantasy Battle, the Lamasu was a mount for the now discontinued Chaos Dwarf
army. It has since returned as part of the Storm of Magic campaign.

A Lammasu briefly appears in the Fablehaven series.

See also

= Cherub
= Minotaur
= Sphinx

References

1. * Livius.org (http://www.livius.org/la-ld/lamassu/lamassu.html)

2. ~ Beaulieu, Paul-Alain. The pantheon of Uruk during the neo-Babylonian period (http://books.google.com.au/books?id=v-WRJhvfudIC&
pg=PA137&dq=Lamassu&hl=en&ei=6xp-TOPRKMTIcc7I8NAJ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=2&
ved=0CC8Q6AEwWAQ#v=onepage&q=Lamassu&f=false) . http://books.google.com.au/books?id=v-WRJIhvfudIC&pg=PA137&dq=Lamassu&
hl=en&ei=6xp-TOPRKMTIcc7I8NAJ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=2&ved=0CC8Q6AEwWA Q#v=onepage&q=Lamassu&f=false.
Retrieved 9 December 2010.

3. ” "The Pennsylvania Sumerian Dictionary" (http://psd.museum.upenn.edu) . http://psd.museum.upenn.edu. Retrieved 9 December 2010.

4. ~ Jeremy Black and Anthony Green (2003). 4n illustrated dictionary, Gods, Demons and Symbols of Ancient Mesopotamia. The British Museum
Press. ISBN 0-7141-1705-6.

5. ” "History - Mesopotamia" (http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/cultures/mesopotamia_gallery 09.shtml) . BBC. http://www.bbc.co.uk/history
/ancient/cultures/mesopotamia_gallery 09.shtml.

6. ~ "Lamassu" (http://www.ancientneareast.net/religion_mesopotamian/lamassu.html) . ancientneaeast.net. http://www.ancientneareast.net
/religion_mesopotamian/lamassu.html.

7. ~ Livius.org (http://www.livius.org/la-ld/lamassu/lamassu.html)

.~ Livius.org (http://www.livius.org/la-ld/lamassu/lamassu.html)

9. " "Hunted Lammasu" (http://ww2.wizards.com/Gatherer/CardDetails.aspx?name=hunted_lammasu) . http://ww2.wizards.com/Gatherer
/CardDetails.aspx?name=hunted lammasu.

oo

External links

= Webpage about the Sédu in the Louvre Museum (http://www.louvre.fr/llv/oeuvres/detail notice popup.jsp?CONTENT
%3C%3Ecnt_id=10134198673225253&CURRENT _LLV_NOTICE%3C%3Ecnt_id=10134198673225253&FOLDER
%3C%3Efolder_id=9852723696500800) (French)

Retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lamassu&oldid=462452510"
Categories: Mesopotamian deities = Mesopotamian legendary creatures | Mythological hybrids | Mythological bovines

Mythological felines

= This page was last modified on 25 November 2011 at 20:02.

m Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. See Terms of use for
details.
Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.



